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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation will speak briefly about assessment of learning in the Pacific Islands, specifically 15 Pacific Island countries and territories that are members of the Pacific Community. This does not include the metropolitan members Australia and New Zealand.



2#25YearsOfDataInsights

Pacific Island Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (PILNA) 2012, 2015, 2018, 
2021

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Pacific Islands Literacy and Numeracy Assessment, PILNA, is administered at the end of 4 and 6 years of formal education and includes measures of reading, writing and numeracy as well as contextual questionnaires for students, teachers, school leaders and ministry personnel. 

The administration window is two weeks in mid-October within which each country selects administration dates which are to be two consecutive days. 

Materials are returned to the ministry central office after which EQAP along with ministry personnel run coding sessions with in-country coders and data entry personnel. 

PILNA was first administered in 2012, and then again in 2015, 2018 and 2021. Since 2015, PILNA results have been reported using regional scales and the assessments are linked both vertically and longitudinally to provide comparative data over time and across Year 4 and Year 6 cohorts.
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• 15 countries
• 10 Languages
• Over 60 000 students
• Across 2500 schools

PILNA 2025
Contextualisation
• Language
• Currency, dates and 

spelling
Inclusion
Gender Equity
Parent Questionnaire
Writing Scale

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
- PILNA – 5th cycle main study in 2025 including 15 countries, 10 languages, oversample in one country for provincially representative results
Contextualisation – language.

Contextualisation to national contexts including language as per national decision and language policy, some countries use school level and even individual language choice. Translation is carried out using two independent translators followed by a reconciliation process and a final ministry-level review with specific emphasis placed on classroom and curriculum language usage. 

Contextualisation – currency, dates and spelling
Contextualisation also includes changes to locally specific terms such as units of currency and date formats, spelling conventions and analysis of field trial data with country-level experts in literacy and numeracy. 

Inclusion
Inclusion with accommodations such as large print, available extra time and available quiet space. Working with countries to expand accommodations to represent what students are able to access in classroom settings.

Gender equity
- Use of names and images to reduce gender bias as much as possible including gender equity in texts and questions.
Parent questionnaire
Field trial of parent questionnaire was successful in 2024 with steering committee opting to include a parent questionnaire in 2025 main study for those countries that wish to include it.

Writing Scale
Development of a regional writing scale will take place through 2025 using a combination of double-scoring of student work, pairwise comparison and standard setting. This will allow for reporting of writing proficiency for the 2025 main study which has not previously been possible.
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Pacific Assessment for Lower Secondary (PALS)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Pacific Assessment for Lower Secondary, PALS, has been developed as a part of the Pacific Regional Education Framework (PacREF). 

The first field trial to be undertaken in 2025 following pilots in 2023 and 2024. PALS is aimed at year 9 students and covers reading, writing, numeracy, general science and practical science as well as including student, teacher and school leader questionnaires. 

PALS reading, writing and numeracy results are to be reported using the same regional scales that are already in place for PILNA. The PALS reading, writing and numeracy instruments are linked to PILNA by way of link items in each domain.
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Purpose of PALS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As part of the development of PALS, the Steering Committee articulated the mutli-faceted purpose of the assessment as laid out in this matrix. 

While an assessment cannot be all things to all people, there are a number of considerations as to why PALS is being developed and how stakeholders might make use of the data collected.
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Regional Good and collective ownership of PILNA and PALS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Both PILNA and PALS are collaboratively created and owned by the participating countries. 

The Steering Committee is made up of the Heads of Education Systems from the 15 participating countries; their decisions help to shape the assessments and ensure they are fit for purpose in the Pacific.
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Collaborative Development

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Assessment items are developed collaboratively with subject experts from EQAP, ACER and member country ministries participating in item writing, item panelling and review of field trial results before confirming a body of items from which the main study instruments are assembled. 

PILNA uses a rotated block format and in time, with sufficient items in the item bank, PALS will use that format as well.
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Coding and Analysis

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Item analysis is carried out by EQAP and ACER psychometricians for cognitive items and by EQAP and ACER research specialists for the contextual instruments. Multi-level modelling is also used to explore the relationships between cognitive and contextual information to provide more targeted findings and recommendations to ministries of education, schools and teachers.

Coding is used to capture information about student responses to guide development of supports and interventions based on assessment results both in the form of system-level recommendations as well as suggestions for teachers for classroom-level responses to findings.
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Reporting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When reporting is undertaken, approximately 8 months following the data collection, embargoed reports are sent to the heads of system in each country for their review and comments – particularly in looking for quality assurance for country-specific information. 

Draft recommendations are also reviewed at this time to include country perspectives and nuances where appropriate.
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Results

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As of 2024, most countries have agreed to publish their national reports publicly, accessible through the SPC website and in the Education Research Bank on the Pacific Data Hub. Those that have not agreed have included information to allow interested parties to request access from the respective ministries of education.

Many countries have used their PILNA results to triangulate other data or as evidence in various projects and programmes. Some countries have used their PILNA results to develop targeted interventions to support teacher in-service professional development.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All countries have their own national Literacy and numeracy assessments; however some having been lying dormant We have assisted Fiji, Kiribati, Tokelau, Tuvalu and Vanuatu with item writing, item analysis and interpretation data as well as aligning their national process to PILNA process. 

We have also worked with Tuvalu to benchmark their literacy and numeracy standards and Solomon Islands with analysing their SISTA data. Support for the Northern Pacific and Cook Islands items writing is planned for 2025.
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Learn more:

uis.unesco.org

@UNESCOstat

databrowser.uis.unesco.org
https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/

https://eqap.spc.int/

https://uis.unesco.org/
https://x.com/UNESCOstat
https://databrowser.uis.unesco.org/
https://pilna.eqap.spc.int/
https://eqap.spc.int/
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