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Unprecedented global reach: 1 in every 2 children receiving 
school meal

Unprecedented 
global reach, 
with school-
based support 
to children 
becoming the 
world’s largest 
safety net



Exceptional growth of school feeding in Africa

There are 65.4 million children 
receiving school feeding in Africa, 

a massive increase from 38.4 million 
in 2013
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Number of children receiving 
school feeding in Africa
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TOTAL

65.4 million 
children



98% of funding is from the countries themselves

Countries with a school feeding policy
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90% of governments deliver school meals 
alongside other complementary interventions

Number of complementary health and nutrition 
interventions implemented with school feeding
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COVID-19 school closures suddenly deprived
children of education and school meals

School closures deprived children of 
education and school meals, and increased
the awareness of schools as a platform for 
health service delivery



School closures affected both the education and wellbeing of the 
learner



SCHOOL MEALS COALITION (SMC)



Building the member-state led coalition

74 Governments have signed Declaration of Commitment

Europe: Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Luxembourg, Monaco, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden; 

Africa: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, 

Guinee, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of 

Congo, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Zambia, Zimbabwe; Latin America and the 
Caribbean: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, 

Haiti, Honduras, Panama; Asia and the Pacific: Armenia, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Iraq, Japan, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste, United Arab Emirates; North America: Canada, United States; Regional 
Bodies: European Union, African Union

17 National Commitments: Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Chile, China, Dominican Republic, DRC, Finland, 

France, Gambia, Germany, Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Philippines, Rwanda, USA and Zambia

Global support and momentum - 6 high-level Declarations have supported the establishment of the Coalition: AU Declaration, 
Nordic Ministerial FSS Declaration, European Council Conclusions on FSS, G20 Matera Declaration, G20 Rome Leaders' 

Declaration, AU 2022 Communique

https://au.int/es/node/40067
https://www.norden.org/en/declaration/towards-sustainable-food-systems-nordic-approach
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8949-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Matera-Declaration.pdf
https://www.g20.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/G20-ROME-LEADERS-DECLARATION.pdf
https://au.int/en/newsevents/20220301/commemoration-7th-africa-day-school-feeding-building-resilience-nutrition


Partners that signed the Call to Action for SDG4 School Meals 
Indicator

76 partners



Support for SDG4 School Meals Indicator
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Countries expand their investment in their young people

President Patrice Talon of 
Benin announces a 

national budget 
commitment of $270 

million dollars over the next 
five years to scale up 

Benin’s national program.

President Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda commits to scaling 

up their national school 
meals program from 

640,000 children today to 
3.3 million children in two 

years.



Preview of 2022 State of School Feeding Worldwide Results

Europe & 
Central 
Asia
54 
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School feeding budgets by source of funding



Reporting on State of School Feeding – Every 2 Years

Available at wfp.org in 7 languages

2013 2020 2022

every 2 years
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