
Bringing accountability to our promises to transform education
A call to action based on the national SDG 4 benchmarking process



embrace a culture of 
shared responsibility, 
one based on … 
benchmarking for progress

UN Secretary General Synthesis Report 
(§146), 2014

Bringing accountability to our promises to transform education

Benchmarks in 2030 Agenda / Education 2030

establish appropriate intermediate 
benchmarks for selected SDG indicators, 
that are indispensable for addressing 
the accountability deficit associated 
with longer-term targets

Education 2030 Framework for Action 
(§28), 2015

We request UNESCO and its partners, together with the SDG-Education 
2030 Steering Committee, to … propose relevant and realistic 
benchmarks of key SDG indicators for subsequent monitoring

Global Education Meeting (§10), 2021

“



Seven benchmark indicators

Bringing accountability to our promises to transform education



Setting Commitments: benchmarking process updates
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Submission status by country

Data by indicator



Setting Commitments: country coverage
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Setting Commitments: where countries plan to be by 2025 and 2030 
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Setting Commitments: country case studies
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Angola, China, Colombia, France, Guyana, India, 
Jordan, Kenya, Lao PDR, Latvia, Mexico, Samoa



Setting Commitments: next steps

Bringing accountability to our promises to transform education

Monitor every January against:

1. National benchmarks

2. ‘Feasible’ progress



Global Education Observatory: gateway for benchmarks
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Dashboards will feature on the Global Education 
Observatory, a focal point on the follow-up process



Mark contribution each country is making 
to global agenda
= bring climate change agenda approach to 
education 

Make progress monitoring context-specific, 
as each country’s starting points differ but 
be more ambitious than ‘business as usual’

Link national, regional and global education 
agendas: coherence and common language

Bringing accountability to our promises to transform education

National SDG 4 benchmark objectives

Focus attention on data gaps on key 
indicators that every education system 
needs for management purposes

Strengthen national planning: all plans 
should include targets

Help monitor global initiatives 
as part of SDG 4 processes
= linchpin of global education cooperation 
mechanism
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…
We call on countries to build on the national SDG 4 benchmarking process, by:
1. Agreeing to set a small number of indicators, linked to the Global Initiatives, 
which will be added to the list of SDG4 benchmark indicators.
2. Setting national targets for these indicators for 2025 and 2030. These will 
represent the transformation countries want to see coming out of this Summit. 
…
This follow-up mechanism will be led by the SDG 4 High-level Steering 
Committee and coordinated by the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and the 
Global Education Monitoring Report, which share the mandate for monitoring 
and reporting on SDG 4.
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Call to Action by the SDG 4 High-level Steering Committee
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Thank you
Learn more: www.un.org/transforming-education-summit

Silvia Montoya
Director, UNESCO Institute 

for Statistics

Manos Antoninis, 
Director, Global Education 

Monitoring Report

Learn more: https://transformingeducationsummit.sdg4education2030.org/TESFollowUp

http://www.un.org/transforming-education-summit
https://transformingeducationsummit.sdg4education2030.org/TESFollowUp
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