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• Aligning the global SDG 4 education 
framework with regional frameworks in 
Africa, the Arab States, Europe, Asia and 
the Pacific, and Latin America and the 
Caribbean

• Benchmarks in the global and regional 
education monitoring frameworks

• A focus on the African continent: the 
CESA framework
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This document is one of the resources 
produced by the UIS on bridging regional 
education monitoring frameworks with the 
global SDG 4 framework.

Understanding the alignment and coherence 
between regional and global education 
agendas is key to:
- Strengthen national planning
- Prompt exchanges on challenges and 

good practices
- Promote mutual learning
- Ultimately lead to common actions



Aligning SDG 4 with regional frameworks in Asia and the Pacific

SDG Targets
vs. Asia and the 
Pacific Targets

4.1
Basic education

4.2
Early childhood 

education

4.3
TVET/Higher 

education

4.4
Skills for work

4.5
Equity

4.6
Adult literacy 
and numeracy

4.7
Sustainable 

development

4.a
Learning 

environment

4.b
Scholarships 

4.c
Teachers

SAARC1

Goals
(G)

G1: Access and out-
of-school

G2: Equity and 
inclusion

G5: Skills for life and 
work

G6: Potential of ICTs G2: Equity and 
inclusion
G3: Gender equality

G11: Lifelong 
learning 
opportunities

G4: Learning 
outcomes and 
quality education

G12: Partnership 
and collaboration

G7: Teacher 
development 
programmes

SEAMEO2

Priority
(P) 

P2: Barriers to 
inclusion

P1: Early childhood 
care and education

P4: Promoting TVET P4: Promoting TVET P2: Barriers to 
inclusion

P7: 21st Century 
curriculum

P3: Resiliency in 
emergencies

P6: Higher 
education and 
research

P5: Revitalizing teacher 
education

ASEAN3

Sub-Goals (SG)
Priority area (PA)  

SG2: Quality and 
access to all

SG4: TVET and 
lifelong learning 

PA4.1: TVET for 
employment and 
sustainable 
development

SG3: ICT

PA3.1: Educational 
software development 
and online 
instructional design

PA3.2: Digital learning 
through ICT

SG2: Quality and 
access to all

PA2.1: Inclusive 
schools

SG5: Education for 
Sustainable 
Development

PA5.1: 
Collaboration in 
ESD

SG2: Quality and 
access to all

PA2.2: Quality  
through quality-
focused 
interventions

SG8: Teachers, 
academics and other 
key stakeholders

PA8.1: Education 
Exchange Week

PA8.2: Teachers' 
competencies

PIF4

Student 
Outcomes and 
Wellbeing (SOW)
Learning 
Pathways (LP)
Quality and 
relevance (QR)

SOW2: Participation 
and success rates

LP3: Youngest 
learners prepared 
for formal schooling

LP1: Appropriate 
resourcing for TVET

SOW 2: Participation 
and success rates 
(TVET)

LP4: Linked pathways 
between levels of 
schooling and beyond

QR3: Inclusive, 
rights based, 
promoting gender 
equality, flexible 
and responsive to 
innovation and 
change, adaptable 
to new learning 
opportunities 

SOW1: Literacy and 
numeracy at all 
levels of education

SOW3: Programmes 
strengthening 
cognitive, non 
cognitive and social 
skills in young

QR4: Quality 
learning 
environment

Teaching Profession: 
1. Qualified and skilled 
teachers
2. New skills and 
knowledge
3. Confidence in 
teachers and schools

1 - South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  SAARC Framework for Action for Education 2030 
2 - Southeast Asia Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO)  Action Agenda for the SEAMEO 7 Priority Areas
3 - Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  The ASEAN Work Plan on Education 2016–2020 
4 - Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)  Pacific Regional Education Framework (PacREF)

https://bangkok.unesco.org/sites/default/files/assets/article/Education/files/session-2sub-regional-landscape-sdg-4-education-2030_0.pdf
https://www.seameo.org/SEAMEOWeb2/images/stories/Publications/Centers_Pub/SEAMEO_Education_agenda/Action%20Agenda%20for%20the%20SEAMEO%207%20Priority%20Areas_FINAL.pdf
https://www.aseanrokfund.com/lib/upload/files/resources/31_-_ASEAN_20Work_20Plan_20on_20Education_202016-2020.pdf
https://pacref.org/


Aligning SDG 4 with regional frameworks in Africa, Arab States and the European Union

1 – African Union (AU)  Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA 16–25)
2 – Arab States  No regional framework: endorsed the global framework
3 – European Union (EU)  Strategic Framework for European cooperation in education and training (2021-2030) 
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African Union1

Strategic Objectives
(SO)

SO4: Knowledge, 
skills, completion 
rates at all levels

SO4: Knowledge, 
skills, completion 
rates at all levels

SO8: TVET; work 
and education and 
training systems

SO9: Tertiary 
education

SO8: TVET; work and 
education and 
training systems

SO5: Gender 
parity and equity

SO4: Knowledge, 
skills, completion 
rates at all levels

SO6: Literacy 
programmes

SO10: Peace 
education and 
conflict 
prevention and 
resolution

SO2: 
Infrastructure and 
learning 
environment

SO3: ICT to 
improve access, 
quality and 
management 

SO1: Teaching 
profession 

Arab States2

Priority
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

European Union3

Strategic Priority
(SP)

SP1: Quality, equity, 
inclusion and success

SP1: Quality, 
equity, inclusion 
and succes

SP1: Quality, 
equity, inclusion 
and success

SP4: European 
higher education

SP5: Green and 
digital transitions

SP1: Quality, equity, 
inclusion and 
success 

SP2: Lifelong 
learning and 
mobility

SP5: Green and 
digital transitions 

SP1: Quality, 
equity, inclusion 
and success

SP5: Green and 
digital transitions

SP5: Green and 
digital transitions

SP1: Quality, 
equity, inclusion 
and success

SP4: European 
higher education

SP3: Competences 
and motivation in 
the education 
profession

https://edu-au.org/downloads/Guides_and_Toolkits/CESA_Indicators_Manual/CESA_Indicators_Manual_final_July_en.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report-ARAB_2021_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32021G0226(01)


Aligning SDG 4 with regional frameworks in Latin America and the Caribbean

Global SDG Targets vs. 
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ECLAC1

Priority
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

OEI2

General Goal (GG)
Specific Goal (SG)

GG 4: Access to all 
levels (SG 8+9)

GG5: Quality (SG 
10+14+15)

GG3: Initial 
education offer and 
educational value 
(SG 6) 

GG6: Education and 
employment through 
technical-professional 
education (SG 16+17)

GG7: Lifelong 
educational 
opportunities (SG 19) 

GG2: Educational 
equality and
no discrimination 
(SG 3+4+5)

GG7: Lifelong 
educational 
opportunities
(SG 18)

GG5: Quality (SG 
11+12)

GG5: Quality
(SG 5+13)

GG10: More 
investment better 
invested (SG 25)

GG8: Teaching 
profession (SG 20+21) 

GG3: Initial education 
offer and educational 
value (SG 7) 

CARICOM3

Outcome (O)
Basic Education (BE)
Skills Lifelong Learning 
(LL)
Tertiary Education (TE)

O1: Access and 
participation (BE)

O3: Quality

O4: Relevance to 
development needs

O1: Access and 
participation (BE) 

O1: Access and 
participation (LL) 

O2: Equity in access to 
and provision of HRD

O4: Relevance to 
development needs

O1: Access and 
participation

O4: Relevance to 
development needs (LL)

O2: Equity in access 
to and provision of 
HRD (BE - LL - TE)

O4: Relevance to 
development needs 
(BE - LL)

O4: Relevance to 
development needs

O3: Quality in 
delivery (BE)

O3: Quality in delivery 
(BE - LL)

CECC-SICA4

Strategic Objective (SO)
Goals (G)

SO2: G2.2 
Completion (grades 
1 to 9) free, 
equitable, effective 
learning results

SO3: G3.1 Secondary 
education free, 
equitable, effective 
learning results

SO3: G3.3 Literacy 
and elementary 
arithmetic notions

SO1: G1.1 Early 
childhood education 
program 
standardized

SO2: G2.1 Assistance 
and development 
services in early 
childhood and 
quality preschool 
education

SO3: G3.2 Quality 
technical professional 
higher training

SO3: G3.4 Employment, 
decent work and 
entrepreneurship

SO4: G4.1 Gender 
disparities, equal
conditions, disabled, 
indigenous and 
vulnerable children

SO3: G3.3 Literacy 
and elementary 
arithmetic notions

SO6: G6.1 
Sustainable 
development

SO5: G5.1 Training and 
continuous update to all 
teachers

1 – Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)  Regional monitoring framework
2 – Organization of Ibero-American States (OEI)  2021 Metas Educativas (2021 Educational Goals)
3 – Caribbean Community (CARICOM)  CARICOM Human Resource Development 2030 Strategy
4 – Central American Education and Cultural Coordination - Central American Integration System (CECC-SICA)  Política Educativa Centroamericana (PEC 2013-2030)

https://agenda2030lac.org/estadisticas/institutional-architecture-regional-statistical-follow-up-sdg.html
https://oei.int/colecciones/programa-metas-educativas-2021
https://caricom.org/documents/16065-caricom-hrd-2030-strategy-viewing.pdf
https://ceccsica.info/sites/default/files/docs/PEC%202013-2030%20ESPANOL.pdf


Setting national benchmarks:
Meeting a neglected commitment

http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/benchmarks/

Setting national 
benchmarks

In August 2021, UNESCO 
invited countries to submit 
their national benchmark 
values for 2025 and 2030 for 
each of the seven global and 
thematic benchmark 
indicators as their national 
contribution to the SDG4 
progress. The UIS partnered 
with a number of regional 
organizations to help 
countries fulfill this 
commitment. 

Seven Benchmarked Indicators

• Indicator 4.1.1 Proportion of children and young people (a) in
grades 2/3; (b) at the end of primary; and (c) at the end of lower
secondary achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in
(i) reading and (ii) mathematics, by sex

• Indicator 4.1.2 Completion rate (primary education, lower
secondary education, upper secondary education)

• Indicator 4.1.4 Out-of-school rate (1 year before primary,
primary education, lower secondary education, upper secondary
education)

• Indicator 4.2.2 Participation rate in organized learning (one year
before the official primary entry age), by sex

• Indicator 4.c.1 Proportion of teachers with the minimum
required qualifications, by education level

• Equity indicator on gender gap in upper secondary completion 
(national values to be submitted in 2022)

 Education expenditure as a share of GDP/total public 
expenditure (Education 2030 Framework for Action, §105) 

https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2022/01/SDG-4-
Data-Digest-2022-ENG.pdf

http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/benchmarks/
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/education-2030-incheon-framework-for-action-implementation-of-sdg4-2016-en_2.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2022/01/SDG-4-Data-Digest-2022-ENG.pdf


Number of indicators and benchmarks in global and regional frameworks by SDG policy area or target 



For more detailed information on the alignment between the global SDG 4 framework 
and regional education monitoring, please consult these reports produced by the UIS. 

English - French

Africa Arab States

English English

Asia & Pacific

English - Spanish

Latin America & 
Caribbean

English

Europe, North 
America and 

Caucasus

http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/UNESCO_UIS_Africa-Report-2021.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/03/UNESCO_UIS_Africa-Report-2021_FR.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report-ARAB_2021_EN.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report_Asia-Pacific_Oct-2021.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report-LAC_Oct-2021_EN.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report-LAC_Oct-2021_SP.pdf
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Benchmarks-Report-EU-NA-Causasus_2021_EN.pdf


Bridging Targets 
12 Strategic Objectives in CESA

10 targets in SDG

Bridging Indicators
57 indicators in CESA
43 indicators in SDG

17 common indicators
41 indicators exclusive to CESA
23 indicators exclusive to SDG 4

A focus on the African continent
The Continental Education Strategy for Africa 16-25



Common CESA and SDG benchmarks
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Additional benchmarks for Africa

* CESA indicators for reporting as per the agreement between UIS and AU



 Reports
- Bridging CESA and SDG in Africa
- Expanding the Coverage of CESA Indicators
- Assessing Learning Proficiency Levels and Trends for
Sustainable Development Goal 4.1: A focus on Africa

 Country profiles
- General country information and diagram of 

the national education system
- All data points available for indicators common to SDG 4
and CESA 16-25, and a comparison of country and regional trends 
from 2010 to 2020

 Country tables
- Data for all CESA-SDG indicators from 2010 to 2021
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Africa: a suite of products 
Resources for monitoring African countries’ achievements on both Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063

 Dashboards
- Global
- Country
- Benchmarks

https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/01/UNESCO_UIS_Africa-Report-2021.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/12/Education-Baseline-in-Africa-Expanding-the-Coverage-of-CESA-Indicators.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Measuring-Learning-Proficiency-SDG-4-1_Oct-2021.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2021/11/Measuring-Learning-Proficiency-SDG-4-1_Oct-2021.pdf
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/sdg4-education-baseline-africa/
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/sdg-4-dashboard/sdg-4-global-dashboard/
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/sdg-4-dashboard/sdg-4-country-dashboard/
https://tcg.uis.unesco.org/sdg-4-dashboard/sdg-4-benchmark-indicators-dashboard/
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