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Lack of monitoring data on human rights education 

The 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, and in particular Goal 4 on Quality Education 

and in particular target 4.7, has given new impetus for promoting human rights education.1 It is 

key for the future of human rights that the quality and extent of human rights education is 

advanced at the national level. To this end, monitoring and follow-up with States on their 

progress on human rights education is crucial. Efficient monitoring requires operational 

indicators that are designed to capture the essence of the state of implementation in such a 

way that it becomes clear where more efforts are needed to secure effective implementation 

of human rights education.  

 

This indicator framework is conceptualised as a contribution to monitoring the national implementation of the human rights education component of SDG target 

4.7 and the UN World Programme for Human Rights Education (WPHRE)2. 

The indicator framework builds on the thematic and normative links between the four elements 

included in SDG Target 4.7 and the five components of the WPHRE (see text boxes), since the 

WPHRE is the most comprehensive internationally agreed framework that exists for human 

rights education. This approach operationalises the OHCHR-UNESCO self-assessment Guide for 

Governments regarding Human Rights Education in Primary and Secondary School Systems3 into 

measurable indicators. In other words, the WPHRE and the OHCHR-UNESCO guide on its 

implementation has shaped the formulation of the proposed indicators. Thus, the proposed 

indicator framework serves a double purpose of operationalizing data collection for 

monitoring the implementation of SDG target 4.7 and the WPHRE.  

                                                           
1 Education 2030 Framework of Action, para.7.  
2 The implementation of the UN WPHRE is linked to human rights treaty provision on human rights education. Thus the indicator framework contributes to HRE monitoring broadly 
within international human rights law. 
3 OHCHR and UNESCO (2012): “Human Rights Education in Primary and Secondary School Systems: A Self-assessment Guide for Governments”  
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/SelfAssessmentGuideforGovernments.pdf 

Global SDG target 4.7:  

“Extent to which (i) global citizenship education and (ii) 

education for sustainable development, including gender 

equality and human rights, are mainstreamed at all levels in:  

(a) national education policies,  

(b) curricula,  

(c) teacher education and  

(d) student assessment.” 

The WPHRE’ Action Plan for implementation of human 

rights education in primary and secondary schools (WPHRE 

first phase) comprise five components, namely  

• educational policies;  

• policy implementation;  

• the learning environment;  

• teaching and learning processes and tools;  

• school personnel education 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/SelfAssessmentGuideforGovernments.pdf
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Expanding target 4.7 with a focus on the learning environment 

One aspect of human rights education that is strongly emphasised in the WPHRE, namely 

the focus on the learning environment, or education through human rights, is not 

reflected in the four elements included in SDG target 4.7. Since this is a key element in 

the current approach to human rights education we propose to add it to the global 

monitoring of SDG target 4.7.  

Another slight expansion of the four elements included in the current global SDG target 

4.7, is our inclusion of availability of tools / teaching material on human rights 

education in order to align our indicators with the elements contained in the WPHRE. We 

consider this as an aspect of targets 4.7’s element on curricula (b).  

 

 

Working with the indicators 

The indicator framework is designed with a primary focus on data that is immediately available from public authorities (administrative data). The criteria behind 

the selection of indicators have been the following:  

o Indicators must be applicable across a great spectrum of varying national situations. 

o Indicators must have clear links to HRE treaty provisions and the core elements of the WPHRE, and its operational guidance for implementation 

of WPHRE Phase 1 (primary and secondary school).  

o Data must be available from public authorities primarily (administrative data on laws, policies, education planning and budgeting, etc.) – to make 

data collection feasible also in contexts where limited time and budgets are available. This also gives transparency and validity to the data.  

o Indicators must address education about human rights, education through human rights and education for human rights, reflecting the core 

principles of human rights education.   

The United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and 

Training defines Human Rights Education in Article 2, paragraph 2 as: 

Human rights education and training encompasses: 

(a) Education about human rights, which includes providing knowledge 

and understanding of human rights norms and principles, the values 

that underpin them and the mechanisms for their protection; 

(b) Education through human rights, which includes learning and 

teaching in a way that respects the rights of both educators and 

learners; 

(c) Education for human rights, which includes empowering persons to 

enjoy and exercise their rights and to respect and uphold the rights of 

others. 
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POLICY – To what extent is human rights education incorporated in national education policies? 
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CURRICULA – to what extent do national curricula include elements on human rights education? 
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TEACHERS – to what extent do teachers’ education contain elements on human rights education? 
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STUDENT ASSESSMENT – to what extent do student assessments include elements on human rights? 
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LEARNING ENVIRONMENT – to what extent do policies provide for learning environment to reflect human rights principles? 
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Examples of results overview 
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Note: the calculated policy score across education level only includes three of the seven indicators that are included in the total dimension score since not all indicators in this dimension are divided in 

education levels. For the rest of the dimensions all indicators that are included in the total dimension score are also included in the calculated dimension score across education levels. 


